CHAPTER X

THE UNIVERSALISM OF THE VEDANTAi

WE live in a time of ferment and of a Titanic struggle carried
on in every plane of human activity and everywhere there
are unrest, agitation, clash and conflict. Competitive indus-
trialism has invaded every aspect of life and annihilated, for
good or evil, distance, isolation and simplicity, has widened
the gulf between capital and labour and has resulted in the
unequal development of property and the consequent displace-
ment of social harmony. In politics, group egoism has creat-
ed sharp conflicts arising from race, colour and religion.
Darwinism has found its logical culmination in the deification
of the super-man, who, despising the slave-morality of reli-
gion, enthrones himself, like a veritable Hiranya, as the lord
of the universe. The war has revealed the bankruptcy of a
civilization which asserts itself by individualistic and national-
istic competition, and works by exclusion and by the elimi-
nation of the weak. The ideas of humanism, rationalism,
scientific meliorism, socialism and communism are different
forms of an intellectual movement tending to undermine
the foundations of religion. In philosophy, realism, idealism,
absolutism and pragmatism are fighting their eternal fight,
as if mere intellect can solve the riddles of life.   In
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